


1. Music theatre students entertain attendees
at the dedication, including (I-r) Governor Rell,

2. (L=r) Governor Rell, Mort and Irma Handel,
and President Walter Harrison.

3. Margaret Thomas (center) with her sons

The Thomas family’s Cadillac dealership
previously occupied the building that now
houses the Handel Center.

4. Greg Calkin '74, great-great nephew of Alfred
C. Fuller, founder of The Fuller Brush Company
and major donor to Hartt's Fuller Music Center,
with the 1940 Cadillac formerly owned by Fuller.

5. Dean Morrison, far left, and Thomas Groark
Jr., far right, applaud the generosity of Irma and
Mort Handel.

6. This tap class was one of several dance

classes open for viewing during tours of the
facility.

7. President Harrison (left) talks with Dollie
McLean (Hon. '07) at the dedication.

Raising the Barre in
Handel Center

BY STEVIE ZIMMERMAN

Twelve-year-old, Cuban-born Miguel Campaneria was at a piano lesson
when members of the National Ballet of Cuba came to examine his feet.
He displayed such a beautiful arch that he was encouraged to audition
for the National Ballet of Cuba.

Campaneria, the recently appointed chair of the dance department
of The Hartt School Community Division, is passionate about his desire
to teach ballet to young dancers. Whether they have professional
ambitions or not, all the students in his classes receive the kind of
tough love he credits with motivating his own career.

“Push them hard,” Campaneria says. But it is clear, watching him at
work with a group of 12- and 13-year-old dancers, that they enjoy being
pushed and are inspired by him. He has taken his first teacher, Alicia
Alonso, as his model—a teacher who helped him develop, in just two
years, to the level of a soloist touring internationally with the National
Ballet of Cuba. He was also inspired by the dancing of Rudolph Nureyey,
whose masculine, muscular style appealed to him. “Not just the boy
behind the ballerina,” as Campaneria puts it.

A picture of Campaneria with Nureyev is one of the few things the
newcomer has had a chance to unpack at the new Handel Performing
Arts Center. He is delighted with many aspects of the new facilities; the
studios in particular earn his special praise for their space and lighting.
Campaneria hopes that, as faculty members, students, parents, and their

Mayor Perez, and Trish Robinson of MassMutual.

Doug (left) and C. Bowie (right) and their wives.

A Feast for the Senses

More than 300 people attended The Hartt School’s annual fundraising
event, held in November this year in the University's new Mort and Irma
Handel Performing Arts Center. Shown above are Mort and Irma Handel
with President Walter Harrison (far left) and Hartt Dean Malcolm Morrison
(far right).

Every corner of the Handel Center was filled with the talent and energy
of Hartt student, faculty, and Community Division performers. The night
included a broad range of the performing arts, from comedy to choral and
instrumental music to music theatre.

Silent and live auctions, the latter hosted by local columnist and then—
radio show host Colin McEnroe, raised more than $70,000, an unprecedented
amount, that will be used for musical instruments and technology. m
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Miguel Campaneria (right), chair of the dance department of The Hartt School's
Community Division, works with students at the barre in a ballet class at the Handel Center.

young families get used to the new surroundings, there will be opportuni-
ties for collaboration with the music and drama programs. His students
performed excerpts from The Nutcracker in an evening of dance at the
Handel Center in December.

Campaneria, who was appointed to the National Council on the Arts
by President George W. Bush in 2007, says his favorite part of the job
is seeing the dancers in his classes develop and improve. He has a very
simple goal for the dance program of the Hartt Community Division:
to make it “the best in the country—as good as the music school, even

perhaps better.” m
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