who teaches American literature, American environmental literature, and composition, is using the fellowship to work
on a book about American writers who explore the place of agrarianism in the modern world.
“Agrarian writers are talking about the impact of technology and industry on our land and on our rural communities,”
Major says. “Writers like Wendell Berry challenge some of the basic assumptions of urbanites and suburbanites.”
Dryden feels particularly honored because the Award for Excellence in Advising he received
is based on student recommendations. Dryden—who teaches British literature, composition,
Slie and introduction to literature—personiﬁe§ Hillyer’s commi-tment to supporting studen'ts. :
) Dryden spends hours each week encouraging students, urging them to be more proactive in
improving their academic standing, or simply providing advice on dealing with the typical
social problems that arise in college.
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“I try to make students feel comfortable,” Dryden says. “I inject a little humor and
lots of empathy.”



















