






Hartford-born Peter C. Bjarkman received bachelor’s (1963)  
and master’s (1970) degrees in education from the University of 
Hartford. A high school English teacher in Connecticut and Florida 
at first, he then worked as an international, U.S.-dependent school 
administrator in Colombia and Ecuador. 

After receiving a second master’s from Trinity College (1972) 
and a PhD from the University of Florida (1976), Bjarkman  
became a university professor of linguistics at Purdue University,  
the University of Colorado, and several other schools. All in all, he 
devoted almost 25 years to teaching.

Then things changed. 
“After a second marriage in 1985, I decided to leave academe  

and pursue a freelance writing career in sports history, especially 
baseball,” explains Bjarkman. It turns out that baseball is an old love: 
Bjarkman was a member of the Hawks baseball team in 1960–61.

It has been a fruitful second career. Since 1987, Bjarkman has 
published more than 40 books on sports, eight of which have won 
sports-writing awards. In 1994 he published his first book on Cuban 
baseball, Baseball with a Latin Beat: A History of the Latin American 
Game (McFarland). In 1996 he and photo researcher Mark Rucker 
followed the Cuban national team to the Atlanta Olympics; their 
project was later published as Smoke: The Romance and Lore of 
Cuban Baseball (1999). 

Bjarkman was hooked. Since his first trip to Havana in 1997, he 
has returned more than 50 times. He travels legally as a researcher, 

with Treasury Department license, making most of his trips on 
charter flights from Miami.

“My status as a Cuban baseball authority has provided the rare 
opportunity [for an American] to spend extensive time on the 
Communist island. I have also traveled extensively with the Cuban 
national team to international tournaments in Latin American, 
Canada, and Europe,” he adds.

In addition to his books, Bjarkman maintains a popular website 
on Cuban League baseball (www.BaseballdeCuba.com) and is  
a baseball commentator on other websites in the United States, 
Europe, and Cuba. He has appeared in numerous television baseball 
documentaries and international tournament game broadcasts.  
He also was the first American interviewed extensively about 
baseball on postrevolution Cuban national television.

“The differences [between Cuban and American baseball]  
are major,” Bjarkman says, “and boil down to both organizational 
structure and physical appearance. Cuban League games are mostly 
played in small stadiums of 15,000–20,000 capacity, on natural 
grass, and with no video screens or other intrusive electronics.  
The experience is very much akin to attending a minor league  
game in the States back in the 1940s. 

“The Cuban League is owned by the government sports ministry. 
Players play for their native provinces’ teams and are never traded  
or sold. The focus in Cuba is on preparing the best possible teams 
for world competitions such as the Olympics or the World Cup.”

Asked what he would miss most about Cuba if he never 
returned, Bjarkman had this to say: “I would most miss the Cuban 
people and the island’s vibrant rhythms. Cubans are among the most 
hospitable people I have ever known, . . . and I am enchanted by the 
music that seems to fill every corner of the island.”
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Since 1987, Bjarkman has published more than 40 books 
on sports, eight of which have won sports-writing awards.
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Peter Bjarkman, right, with  
Cuban national team star and 
2008 Beijing Olympic tournament 
batting champion, Alexei Bell,  
at Havana’s Latin American 
Stadium, June 2008.
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Donald Osborne, who graduated from what was then the Hartt 
School of Music in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree in opera perfor-
mance, obviously has a well-trained ear. But today he may be 
listening to the hum of an exotic Italian sports car like an Alfa 
Romeo or a Ferrari instead of an Italian opera. 

Osborne is the founder of Automotive Valuation Services, an 
appraisal service for car collectors. His love affair with well-designed 
cars goes back to his high school years in New York City. As an art 
major, he intended to study industrial design and become a car stylist. 

But music stepped into the picture. After winning a New York 
Daily News/All-City High School Chorus scholarship contest, 
Osborne decided instead to go to college and study voice. He 
auditioned at The Juilliard School, The Hartt School, and the 
Manhattan School of Music, but because he was only 16 years  
old when he graduated from high school, only Hartt would admit 
him to its opera program.

Like many Hartt graduates, Osborne found a close and supportive 
community there and has stayed in touch with fellow alumni.

“My voice teacher for the past 15 years has been Noel Hart [’77], 
who was a piano major at Hartt when I was studying there.I also  
put together a concert with another fellow Hartt grad, tenor Robert 
Brubaker [’77], which we hope to do as a benefit for Hartt next year.

“All the teachers I had at Hartt are now gone, many passed  
away. One who stands out was Brenda Lewis. A very well known 
operatic soprano of the late fifties and sixties, she taught acting and 
interpretation classes. She sent me the most wonderful note when  
I made my Met Opera debut, saying that she knew when we worked 
together at Hartt that I would make it.”

Osborne made his debut as a baritone at the Metropolitan 
Opera in 1985, singing the role of Robbins in Porgy and Bess, a role 

he held for two seasons. At the same time, he was singing roles with 
other opera companies. He then decided to leave his opera career 
behind, saying it was the business of music that didn’t click for him.

“I am a very goals-oriented person who likes to think that my 
return will be commensurate with my efforts. The music business  
is terribly subjective. Having a good engagement doesn’t necessarily 
translate into more work with a company. I found that ultimately 
frustrating.”

Osborne, who has also owned a successful antiques business 
since 1974, became an executive at Macy’s department store, where 
he created a department of marketing communications for Macy’s 
private brands. Tapping into his performance background, Osborne 
developed informational and promotional videos that he wrote, 
directed, and edited. 

From that experience he started his own agency and worked  
with various marketing and advertising firms in video and Web 
design before starting his current car appraisal business in 2004.  
In 1993 he also began writing for Sports Car Market magazine.  
His writing on collector cars has also appeared in The New York 
Times, Business Week Online, and Road & Track.

Coming full musical circle, Osborne is now chair of Hartt’s 
board of trustees. He says he really didn’t have any choice. “I met the 
remarkable Grace Ellsworth [Hon. ’77], a Hartt honorary trustee 
and [University] life regent. Grace found out I was a Hartt opera 
alumnus and there and then declared that I must join the board. 
And as she is a force of nature, I complied.”

Editor’S notE: Osborne was photographed with two of his own  
treasured cars—a 1967 Lanzia Fulvia sport, left, and a 1952  
Lanzia Ardea.

With Spirit and Style
From ope rat ic  bar itone  to  collect ible  car  appraiser

When asked to name his 
favorite car, Osborne has 

trouble deciding. “So 
many, I can’t count. But 

certainly it would have to 
be a 1950s custom-built 
Italian car. They have so 

much style and spirit, they 
take my breath away.”
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