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Julie M. Melanson ’07 and Steven D. Fraysier ’08 
relax under the evergreens with their wedding party 
in West Hartford, Conn., on July 24, 2010. With many 
ties to the University, their guests included Louise 
Melanson A’05, mother of the bride and University 
staff member; Brian Melanson ’10, M’11, brother of 
the bride; Anthony Angeloni ’08; Jason Anick ’08; 
Christopher Diyaolu ’08, M’11; Bryan D’Orlando ’08; 
Daniel Emino ’08; Daniel Felde ’06, M’08; Mark 
Goodell ’08; David Johnson ’08; Meghan Marsh 
’07; Rebecca McDonald ’09; Kenneth Radziwon 
’08; Richard Ranft ’08; Heather Schoonmaker ’07, 
M’09; Bradley Sherman ’08; Robert Tanen ’08; and 
faculty members Susan Coleman and Anne Pidano.  

Since the wedding, another, albeit tiny, tie has 
connected the Fraysiers’ lives: Rylee Marie, born 
June 3, 2011. 
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1990
JEFFREY R. GUTSFELD (BARNEY; M, BARNEY)  
of Newington, Conn., is the new vice president of  
business development at Solidus, Inc., in Rocky Hill, 
Conn. Solidus is a progressive design/build/furnish 
firm that uses a collaborative client approach to  
custom construction.

1991
STEPHANE DOUMBE (BARNEY, M’92 BARNEY) of 
Bloomfield, Conn., has joined the Ralph Lauren Group 
in the newly created position of governance risk and 
compliance director, based in New Jersey.

LESLIE E. KLAIDMAN (A&S) of Concord, Mass.,  
was elected national president of Alpha Epsilon  
Phi sorority after serving six terms on the group’s  
national council. Klaidman assumes her new volunteer 
responsibility in addition to her employment as a  
manager of customer accounting for American  
Tower Corporation in Boston, Mass. 

1992
THERESA M. CASEY (M, BARNEY) of Columbia, 
Conn., was honored with the Best Feature Article 
award at the Society for Marketing Professional 
Services/Connecticut 2011 Marketing Communications 
Awards. 

1993
MELISSA A. WANK (BARNEY) of Seymour, Conn., 
was presented her certified accountant license and 
certificate by the State of Connecticut Board of 
Accountancy and the State of Connecticut Society  
of CPAs. She is also a certified internal auditor  
and an accounting manager in the Global Accounting 
Operations group at Pitney Bowes, Inc., in Shelton, 
Conn.

1994
FRANCESCO G. FURNARI (M, BARNEY) of  
Weston, Fla., was honored as one of Business  
Leader Magazine’s 2011 Top 300 Small Businesses  
of the South.

Marriages

1995
PETER FURLONG (M, HARTT) of Palazzolo sull’Oglio, 
Italy, after performing in concert as a tenor soloist in 
the town where his father lives, sang in a production 
of Marco Tuttino’s The Servant at Teatro Rossini in 
Lugo, Italy. Furlong had performed the work the year 
before in the Czech Republic and Hungary. He also 
reprised the role of Don Gomez in a concert version  
of Die Drei Pintos in Lisbon, Portugal.

THOMAS A. HUMBERT (HARTT) of 
Garden City, N.Y., released his third CD, 
The Going’s Great, with band members 
from The Rainbow Room. For more infor-
mation on Humbert and his band, visit 
www.tomhumbertrainbowroomjazz.com. 

1996
MATTHEW J. DUDACK (HARTT) of Akron, Ohio, 
released a DVD/CD set titled Hammer of Steel,  
a documentary and concert telling the story of the 
origins of the steelpan. Dudack, artistic director  
of the University of Akron Steel Drum Band, was  
executive producer for the project. He also  
performed contemporary percussion music with  
Akros Percussion Collective in Hamburg, Germany,  
as part of the Blurred Edges festival. 

1997
KAREN L. BLUNDELL (M, HARTT) of New York, N.Y., 
performed with the group Essex Consort at the First 
Congregational Church in Essex, Conn. The concert 
was conceived by Blundell to benefit Sister Cities 
Essex Haiti after she attended a 2010 Sister Cities 
fundraiser at the Connecticut River Museum.

From left: 
Neringa Coutu & Christopher Coutu M’03 (Alexandria Grace, 12.29.10)

Jessica R. Cusato ’01 & Fortunato Cusato (Vincenzo Elias, 10.10)

Natalie B. Christensen & Tyler B. Christensen M’06 (Spencer Kim, 1.20.11,  
hangs out with big brother Eli and big sister Sharon)

Hawk Hatchlings B i r t h s  &  A d o p t i o n s

Robert Montello (left) and 
Christopher B. Beggs ’81 
celebrate after taking their vows 
on Sept. 13, 2010, in Provincetown, 
Mass. Residents of New York City 
and Cold Spring, N.Y., Beggs has 
owned Beggs Interior Design 
Services, LLC, for the past eight 
years, and Montello is employed by 
Bloomberg Trade Order Solutions.

Kristy Wing ’02 and Paul Michael Naski ’01 (from 
left) smile for a wedding portrait on Sept. 5, 2010, in 
Wallingford, Conn., where they make their home. The 
bride, an educator in East Granby, Conn., has a family 
legacy at the University that begins with her mother, 
Natalie Wing ’95, M’06, a University staff member, 
and includes her two brothers, groomsmen Aaron 
Wing ’97 and David Wing ’04, M’06. The groom  
is a vice president at Climatech Mechanical Services, 
Inc., in Wallingford.

Above, alumni guests, mostly in the Class of 2001, flank the groom at the Wing–Naski 
reception: (l–r) Charles Tsirovasiles, Joshua Dickstein, Scott Sanicki, Kevyn Silverman, 
Naski, Gregory Abrameck, James Silvestro, and Kevin Connolly.
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What’s  
Your Plan?

Paul McCollam’s mother, Mary, was  
a trailblazer for businesswomen in 
Hartford. She founded and was 
president of the Greater Hartford 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, and served as state president  
for the Connecticut Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs. Paul’s wife, Jan-Gee, was an 
executive at Fleet Bank, and chair of 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Hartford.  

Paul is a retired Army colonel who 
held top positions at Aetna before 
becoming a successful entrepreneur. 
He and his father, Hugh, each received 
graduate degrees from the University 
of Hartford. Inspired by Mary  
and Jan-Gee, Paul established an 
endowed scholarship fund here for 
past participants in the Hartford  
Boys and Girls Clubs of Hartford.

Thanks to the McCollams’ gifts and 
plans, they will see the fruits of their 
generosity during their lifetimes, and 
know that their scholarship fund will 
be supplemented by their estate after 
they are gone, leaving an enduring 
legacy in their family’s name.

Visit www.hartford.edu/plannedgiving 
to learn more about how your planning 
today can strengthen the future for  
the University.

The McCollam Legacy 

To discuss a planned gift to the  
University of Hartford, contact 

Peter H. Congleton  
Director of Planned Giving 

University of Hartford 
200 Bloomfield Avenue 

West Hartford, CT 06117 
congleton@hartford.edu  

860.768.2415

F o u n d e r s ’  s o c i e t y

JASON S. FRAIN (BARNEY) of East Granby, Conn.,  
is a retirement plans officer for Guardian Life 
Insurance Company of America.

1998
ERICH N. LENZ (A&S) of San Diego, Calif., was  
awarded a master’s in military history from  
Norwich University’s School of Graduate Studies.

2000
JENNIFER M. ALLEN (HARTT) of West Hartford, 
Conn., was one of eight women chosen to participate 
in the Mary Lou Williams Women in Jazz Emerging 
Artist Workshop at the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C. Allen has a new, self-produced CD titled Pieces  
of Myself.

2001
ROBIN L. GUISTI (M, ENHP; D’11 ENHP) of Middlebury, 
Conn., has been named director of nursing at Civista 
Medical Center in LaPlata, Md. In her new position  
she oversees managers in several clinical areas in the 
129-bed community hospital.

2002
SEAN J. BEATON (A&S) of Greenlawn, N.Y., graduated 
magna cum laude from Touro Law School in Long 
Island, N.Y., where he was a research editor for the 
Touro Law Review. He has joined the law firm of  
Fusco, Brandenstein & Rada, P.C., in Woodbury, N.Y.,  
as an associate attorney.

SARAH M. GAIGNAT (BARNEY) of West Simsbury, 
Conn., is pleased to announce her engagement to 
Michael Morabito. 

2003
CHAD K. AUSTEIN (A&S) of Hackensack, N.J., was 
appointed director of graduate admissions and  
student services at Kean University in Union, N.J.

CHRISTOPHER COUTU (M, BARNEY) of Norwich, 
Conn., has announced his candidacy for Congress  
in Connecticut’s 2nd District. Coutu is currently  
state representative for the 47th Assembly District,  
which represents the towns of Canterbury, Scotland, 
Sprague, and Norwich. He and his wife, Neringa,  
have a daughter, Alexandria Grace (see Hawk 
Hatchlings, p. 30). 

2004
AMANDA L. NELSON (A&S) of Colchester, Conn.,  
is a community manager for Radian6, a leading  
social media monitoring company. Her daily role 
includes blogging for Radian6 about social media  
and managing the chatter within the Radian6  
community on the social web.

2005
STEPHANIE J. AYER (HAS) of 
Londonderry, N.H., is pleased to  
announce her engagement to  
JACOB M. GUGGENHEIM A’05,  

’06, M’07. 

Draw Me a Picture
Kimberlee Lynne Zacek ’10 (HAS) of Amherst, Mass.,  
has illustrated her first picture book, The Frog and  
the Mouse (GIA Publications, 2011), adapted by John 
Feierabend, professor and director of the music  
education division at the University’s Hartt School.  
The Frog and the Mouse (32 pages), part of Feierabend’s 
popular First Steps in Music series for young children,  
is geared to ages 4—8 and is available through  
Amazon.com.

Check . . . It . . . out!
Middle school coordinator Heather 
L. Mills ’98 (A&S) (third from  
right) led a group of students and 
assistants from the Pathways/
Senderos Center in New Britain, 
Conn., on a guided “trolley tour” 
(by shuttle bus) of the University 
campus in June. Alumni Relations 
staff gave the young visitors a 
grand tour and introduction to a new world of fun and exciting things that the University of 
Hartford has to offer. Pictured here at a tour stop at the Reich Family Pavilion in the Sports 
Center, the curious students asked thoughtful questions about which academic majors and 
minors are offered at the University, as well as what campus activities are available. 
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GILBERT R. ROGERS (BARNEY, M’07 
BARNEY) of Rocky Hill, Conn., is director 
of marketing and outreach at Zinch.com, 
a professional social network site for high 
school students performing their college 
search. Students are able to connect with 

admissions officers from close to 1,000 schools and 
search through nearly $2 billion in scholarships. In his 
new role Rogers presents at regional and national 
conferences, recruits underrepresented groups, and 
measures recruitment processes. 

PRISCILLA M. THORN (A&S) of Enfield, Conn., was 
awarded a doctorate in psychology from the Chicago 
School of Professional Psychology. She is currently 
completing her postdoctoral residency at Florida State 
Hospital in Chattahoochee.

2006
SHANNYN M. FREDERICKS (ENHP) of Staten  
Island, N.Y., is pleased to announce her engagement  
to Russell Johnston Jr. An August 2012 wedding is 
planned.

JACOB M. GUGGENHEIM (A’05 CETA, CETA,  
M’07 BARNEY). See STEPHANIE J. AYER ’05.

2007
JESSICA L. FINE (A’05 HILLYER, A&S) of 
Natick, Mass., is pleased to announce her 
engagement to Adam G. Sowalsky. Fine 
works at Boston University in the College 
of Communication as a senior media tech-
nician. Sowalsky, cousin of ELIZABETH R. 

SOWALSKY ’09 and RICHARD J. SOWALSKY A’06, 

’09, is a postdoctoral research fellow at Harvard 
Medical School, studying prostate cancer. The couple 
plans an August 2012 wedding.

ERIN P. JENKINS (HAS) of 
Norwalk, Conn., presented her first 
solo show, Relief Printmaking and 
Block Art Figures and Illuscapes,  
at the Henderson Cultural Center’s 
Silo Gallery in New Milford, Conn.

JACOB C. OTTOSEN (HARTT) of New 
York, N.Y., is the cowriter and star of the 
musical BLOOD [By the Mummers], which 
was selected for the New York Musical 
Theatre Festival, running September 26 
through October 16, 2011. The show was 

one of 11 chosen as a Next Link project, a platform 

that has helped launch Broadway musicals including 
Next to Normal and [title of show]. Ottosen is a 
founding member of [By the Mummers], a collabora-
tive ensemble of actors. 

MICHAEL S. PEREIRA (CETA) of 
Hamden, Conn., was promoted to project 
coordinator for his contributions to  
exterior envelope rehabilitation projects 
at Hoffman Architects in Hamden. 

 
BRENDAN J. SULLIVAN (HAS) of 
Wethersfield, Conn., joined Dornenburg 
Group Advertising and Marketing 
Communications in Bloomfield, Conn.,  
as a designer. He is responsible for devel-
oping concepts with the creative team.

2008
RYAN MURPHY (US) of Yorktown Heights, N.Y.,  
was promoted to associate system administrator  
at Mars & Co in Greenwich, Conn., a global  
management consulting firm specializing in  
business strategy and operational improvement.

40
FORTY
under

For the past 15 years the  

Hartford Business Journal has  

been honoring successful young 

business professionals with  

its 40 Under Forty awards.  

This year’s recipients, who were 

honored at an awards ceremony  

in September, include several  

University of Hartford alumni.
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Vincent “enzo” Faienza ’95 (Barney) is president and co-owner of Universal Ceramic 

Tile Distributors, Inc., a company that imports and distributes tile, hardwood, carpet, vanities, 

fixtures, and kitchen cabinets. Faienza started the company with his father in 1996. With a 

passion for politics, he hopes to run for public office within the next 10 years.

Jodi Palerma M’08 (Barney) is a CIGNA Heathcare business project manager, working on 

programs in strategic planning and people optimization. Palerma is a local fitness instructor, 

teaching kickboxing, yoga, spinning, step, and boot camp. She has traveled extensively, 

volunteering and adventuring in Africa, Central America, South America, and Europe.

Rebecca scorso ’02 (HCW) is managing director at Charter Oak Cultural Center, which 

offers arts and educational programming in Hartford. In overseeing both regular staff and 

teaching artists, Scorso says she enjoys the professional challenges she faces and looks 

forward to what’s ahead for the center. 

shawn skehan A’93 (Hillyer) is cofounder and president of Locals 8 Restaurant Group. 

Skehan strives to serve high-quality food while supporting local farms and has traveled to  

New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Europe to learn more about food.

Vincent “Enzo” Faienza ’95 Jodi Palerma M’08 Rebecca Scorso ’02 Shawn Skehan A’93 
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In Memoriam

Vera W. Lavery A’48 5.31.11
Alex B. Sonski A’48 6.28.11
Howard T. O’Connell ’49, M’57 6.9.11
Frank J. Grockowski C’52 5.18.11
Michael S. Srokowski A’52 6.2.11
Achille F. Amara A’52, ’54 6.9.11
Joseph R. Horanzy M’55 5.2.11
Perry H. Cornwall A’57 6.3.11
Mary C. McGunnigle M’58 5.21.11
James R. Savio C’58 5.1.11
Joseph R. DaMico ’59 7.6.11
Leo A. Kapeskas A’59 6.9.11
Marilyn A. Katz ’59 5.12.11
John E. Perry M’60 5.27.11
Michael T. Fiaschetti C’61 7.2.11
Raymond E. Demers A’57, ’62 4.30.11
William J. Dickson ’62 5.20.11
Constance S. Finnegan A’63 5.15.11
James D. Whitten ’63 5.1.11
Joyce B. Andrus M’65 6.28.11
Amy M. Hunderlach M’65 6.29.11

Alexander Pryshlak A’61, ’65 7.21.11
William E. Cockerham ’66 7.26.11
Lucille Miano M’66 4.28.11
Joseph C. Woodford ’66 5.28.11
Michael P. Ziezulewicz ’66 5.14.11
Thomas A. Zingle ’67 5.20.11
Barbara M. Alleyne M’70 7.20.11
Miriam Costello M’70 5.30.11
Joseph J. Golub ’73 7.10.11
William J. Stockwell M’76 6.16.11
Douglas D. DeMaw ’77 6.18.11
William J. Carta M’79 4.30.11
Richard Chochlinski ’79 5.13.11
Katherine Olsen A’73, M’80 7.19.11
Susan L. Johanson ’81 6.26.11
Ann V. Holliday M’82 5.21.11
Neal J. Zimmerman M’84 6.15.11
Robert H. Slattery M’85 5.10.11
Charles C. Baldwin ’88 5.27.11
Roy T. Ackman M’89 5.25.11
Jenifer S. Tait C’94 7.2.11

William C. Willett, Hartt School professor emeritus, died on May 21 at  
the age of 90. A woodwind specialist, conductor, and chair of Hartt’s music education 
department, Willett in 1976 cofounded—with the late Professor Emeritus Conrad 
Hemond Jr. of the former College of Engineering (now the College of Engineering, 
Technology, and Architecture)—the first undergraduate program in acoustical engineering 
and music in the United States. Willett also initiated the creation of the first doctoral 
degree in music education at the University. 

AlumniConneCtions

HEATHER R. ROGERS (BARNEY, M’09 
BARNEY) of Rocky Hill, Conn., was  
awarded her CPA credential by the 
Connecticut State Board of Accountancy 
in March 2011. She previously worked  
as an external auditor for KPMG, LLP,  

and recently took a position with Travelers in its  
corporate audit department in Hartford, Conn.

2009
ERICA S. BEVERLY (A&S, M’10 A&S) of Hartford, 
Conn., is the newest member of the Netbooking 
Sharks, the Southern Peninsula Basketball 
Association’s women’s basketball team in Australia. 
She is also involved with the Junior Rep program, 
serves as assistant coach of the U16G.1 team, and 
assists with the U14G.1 team. 

TINA A. BROCKMANN (HARTT) of Los Angeles, 
Calif., has been promoted as production coordinator 
for the A&E show Beyond Scared Straight.

BENJAMIN A. GOLDSMITH (HARTT) of Los Angeles, 
Calif., performed in the premiere production of the 
musical South Street at the Pasadena Playhouse in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

JACQUELINE C. MINKLER (HAS) of 
Norwalk, Conn., was a participant in 
Impact: Design for Social Change, an 
advanced program that runs on two  
parallel tracks. Track One focused on 
social entrepreneurship and educated 

students on how to conceive, execute, and fund their 
own projects for social change. Track Two students 
participated in the development and execution of  
a team project that addressed a pressing need for  
a New York City–based nonprofit organization. 

2010
JAMIE DEVINE (A&S) of San  
Juan de Santa Barbara, Heredia, 
Costa Rica, teaches English as a 
Second Language in the Instituto 

Politecnico Internacional. Devine (left) stands with 
one of her students in the photo.

Joseph R. Gorneault Jr. ’99 

(HAS), 9/11 America (mixed media, 

25" x 21.5"), 2011. Gorneault’s dark 

and dramatic work is a recreation 

of an older piece he made at the 

time of the terrorist attacks on 

the World Trade Center in New 

York City. Created as a tribute to 

those lost on Sept. 11, 2001, the 

work was a healing effort for the 

artist. More of Gorneault’s work is 

available at www.joesartlive.com.

Pardon . . . Anne P. Minicozzi is a 1986 alumna of 
the University. She was incorrectly listed as a 1985 
graduate in the spring issue of the Observer.

JENNIFER L. OLSEN (D, ENHP) of 
Glastonbury, Conn., was named assistant 
principal at William J. Johnston Middle 
School in Colchester, Conn. 

ERIN PAUL (HARTT) of Las Vegas, Nev., plays horn  
in the chamber orchestra of the Franco-American 
Vocal Academy in Perigueux, France. FAVA is a French 
art, song, and opera intensive run by the University  
of Texas.

End-of-Year Donation Deadlines

If you wish to make a 2011 calendar-year  
gift to the University, please be aware of the 
following deadlines:

For checks—the envelope postmark must  
be prior to 12.31.11. For credit cards— 
we must have your card information by 
12.30.11 by 5 p.m at the number listed below  
or for online donations—use our secure site  
at www.hartford.edu/giving up to 11:59 p.m.  
on 12.31.11. For stock and wire transfers— 
all funds must be received by Bank of America  
by 12.30.11.

If you have questions about postmark dates  
or need instructions on stock and wire transfers  
or wish to make your credit card donation  
via phone, please contact Christine Adams, 
director of advancement services, at 
860.768.2407 or cadams@hartford.edu. 

2011
JACLYN M. SMITH (ENHP) of Westfield, 
Mass., was named an assistant coach  
of the Stonehill College women’s basketball 
program. 
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1. Hillyer Associate Professor 
Michael Robinson (left), here 
with event host Brian Howard 
M’92, was the guest speaker  
at our Boston master class,  
“The Lost White Tribe: Henry 
Morton Stanley and the Mystery 
of Mount Gambaragara,” held  
in June. 

2. Attendees discuss the issues 
at “The U.S. Supreme Court: 
Taking the Pulse,” a master  
class held on campus in June, 
sponsored by the Office of 
Alumni Relations and the 
Presidents’ College.

3. Guest speaker Jilda Aliotta 
(left), associate professor  
of politics and government, 
chats with Humphrey Tonkin, 
University president emeritus 
and director of the Presidents’ 
College, at the Hartford  
master class.

4. Marsha Primack ’66 (left)  
and Reichi Torbert ’91 attend  
the Boston master class.

5. Clark Tomlinson A’84 and his 
sons come out for University of 
Hartford Night, sponsored by the 
Office of Alumni Relations and 
Annual Giving, at a New Britain 
Rock Cats baseball game in July.

6. Penny Coppen M’97 and her 
sons, Jake (left) and Luke, get a 
chance to walk on the field prior 
to the Rock Cats baseball game.

7. One alumna and her family 
wait for the action to begin at 
the Rock Cats game in July.

8. Jake Coppen, son of Penny 
Coppen M’97, throws the first 
pitch at the New Britain Rock 
Cats game on July 18. 

9. Julia Child would have been 
proud of our turnout for the 
alumni excursion to the Culinary 
Institute of America in Hyde 
Park, N.Y., on June 9.

10. Corrine Kapp M’88 (left) and 
Anne Pidano, assistant professor 
of psychology, savor a gourmet 
lunch at the award-winning 
Escoffier Restaurant of the 
Culinary Institute of America. 

 
11. President Harrison joins 
Norm Hausmann of the 
Presidents’ College at the 
University’s Alumni Association 
booth.

12. Barney alum Daniel 
Purushotham M’75 (left) 
addresses the Management  
expo session.

13. Two University of Hartford 
alumnae connect in front of  
an expo booth.

14. Rider Productions’ owners 
Sally and John Rider browse  
the vendor booths.

15. Sharran Selig A’69 (HCW)  
is a speaker during the 
Independent Businesses  
session.

 
16. President Harrison views  
an exhibit with Naomi Tussin ’77 
(HAS).

17. Scott Banville (left), a current 
University of Hartford student, 
and Brent Robertson ’94 (HAS) 
connect during the Marketing: 
Tactics and Strategies session.

18. (L—r) Sarah Barr, director  
of communications for the 
Hartford mayor’s office;  
Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra 
’81; Kandyce Aust, senior 
director of alumni relations  
and annual giving; University 
President Walter Harrison; and 
Sally Rider mingle on the floor  
of the business expo.

19. Eileen Peltier A’86 (HCW) 
models fashionable business 
attire during the expo fashion 
show.

 
20. Hartford Mayor Pedro 
Segarra ’81 (center) and 
President Harrison (second  
from right) cut the red ribbon 
signaling the start of the 
Connecticut Business Expo.

21. Thousands of expo attendees 
visit the University of Hartford 
Alumni Association booth during 
the course of the day.

22. Lon Seidman A’96 (Hillyer), 
’98 (A&S) (left), takes the 
microphone during the Social 
Media Strategies session.

AlumniConneCtions
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Alumni Events
The University of Hartford was a noteworthy presence at  
the daylong Connecticut Business Expo on June 9 at the 
Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford:
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At the top of a mountain in the Black Hills of South Dakota,  
a massive face has emerged from the rock. It is the face of Crazy 
Horse, war leader of the Oglala Lakota. The Crazy Horse Memorial, 
officially begun on June 3, 1948, to honor Native American heritage, 
stands to become the world’s largest mountain sculpture. Currently 
overseeing this grand endeavor is Ruth Ross Ziolkowski. 

In the mid-1940s, Ziolkowski (then known as Ruth Ross)  
was a student at Hartford College for 
Women (HCW). She recalls taking 
English from HCW Dean Laura 
Johnson and babysitting for the two 
children of Frederick C. Copeland, 
professor of biology. Other memories  
of her student days include participating 
in a community music group. 

“We played in the Noah Webster 
Fife and Drum Corps at ceremonies  
for all the draftees being sent overseas 
for World War II,” says Ziolkowski. 

After helping the sculptor Korczak 
Ziolkowski create the statue of Noah 
Webster for the town of West Hartford, 
Conn., Ruth and several friends decided to follow him to South 
Dakota. Korczak had recently been commissioned by Lakota  
elder Henry Standing Bear to begin the Crazy Horse Memorial. 

Just shy of her 21st birthday, Ruth arrived at the Rapid City, 
S.D., railroad station in 1947. “We didn’t really have a plan. We  
had not been to the West and thought it would be an adventure,” 
she recalls. She remained in South Dakota, marrying Ziolkowski  
in 1950. The couple had 10 children, and six of the children 
currently assist her at the memorial. When Korczak died in 1982, 
Ruth took over the project.

As president and CEO of the Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation, 
Ziolkowski has helped turn the memorial into a valuable community 
asset. With its extensive museum collections and educational outreach 
programs, this privately funded nonprofit has brought invaluable 
educational opportunities to the youth of South Dakota.

Over the years the Ziolkowskis have refused to accept federal 
funding for the mountain project because  “[Korczak] was appalled  
by the way the U.S. government had treated the Native Americans,” 
Ruth explains.

The Indian University of North America, established by the 
foundation in 2010, hosts a summer university program that 
encourages high school graduates who are members of American 
Indian tribes to earn college credits, transferable to any regionally 
accredited college or university.

In addition, the Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation Scholarship 
Fund has awarded more than $1.5 million to American Indian 
students attending tribal or state colleges, universities, nursing 
schools, or vocational-technical schools in South Dakota. “We 
receive many, many testimonials from native youth who have been  
 

helped by the Crazy Horse 
Memorial Foundation 
Scholarship Fund,” says 
Ziolkowski. 

Meanwhile, work 
continues on the sculpture. 
Crazy Horse’s face was 
completed in 1998, 50 years 
after Korczak set off the first 
blast. Today, the blocking  
out of the sculpture’s 
22-story-high horse’s head 
has passed the halfway mark.  

“Crazy Horse Memorial 
will be 641 feet long, 563 
feet high, and carved in the 
round. By comparison, the Washington Monument is 555 feet high 
and the Statue of Liberty is 305 feet tall,” says Ziolkowski. “The four 
Mount Rushmore presidential busts would fit in the space of Crazy 
Horse’s head and hair,” she adds. 

Ziolkowski, who has returned to Connecticut only once since 
1947, cherishes her life in South Dakota. 

“It was an exciting opportunity—Korczak called it as close to 
pioneering as you could get in the 1940s and stay in this country—
and you just looked forward to every day. It’s been that way ever 
since, and the next thing you know, it’s 64 years later. It’s a great way 
of life, it really is,” she says.  
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A Hawk’stAle

By Kate Sheely, summer intern

A Monumental Task 
Former HCW Student ContinueS Her HuSBand’S WorK

above: in the foreground, a 1/34 scale model of the 
Crazy Horse memorial with the mountain sculpture in 
the background. Korczak began the carving using only 
a sledge hammer, a single-jack drill bit, and a box of 
dynamite on June 3, 1948. at his death in 1982, he had 
blasted away 7.4 million tons of granite at the site near 
Custer, S.d. Left: ruth Ziolkowski applauds a perfor-
mance at the memorial. She has received numerous 
awards and honorary degrees for her humanitarian 
efforts. Bottom: Seven-year-old Wakiyon Cook from 
rapid City, S. d., performs as part of the summer  
lecture series program at Crazy Horse memorial.
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Here are just a few of the exciting exhibits and 

performances at the University of Hartford  

scheduled for the end of 2011 and the beginning 

of 2012. Plan now to treat yourself to one of  

these offerings.

ART

Thurs., Dec. 1— 
Sat., Dec. 18, 2011
2011 Hartford Art School 
Faculty Exhibition 
Joseloff Gallery

12—4 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 12— 
Wed., Feb. 29, 2012
Lest We Forget 
Mortensen Library

Jan. 12—18, 2012: 
Sun., noon to 6 p.m. 
Mon.—Thurs., 8 a.m.—9 p.m. 
Fri., 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Sat., 10 a.m.—6 p.m.

Jan. 19—22, 2012: 
Thurs.—Fri., Jan. 19—20, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Sat.—Sun., Jan. 21—22,  closed 
Mon., Jan. 23, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

Jan. 24—Feb. 29, 2012: 
Sun., noon to 1:30 a.m. 
Mon.—Thurs., 8 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. 
Fri., 8 a.m.—6 p.m. 
Sat., 10 a.m.—6 p.m.

Paintings of civil rights leaders 
by Robert Templeton 
Opening reception: 
Thurs., Jan. 12, 4—6 p.m.

January— 
February 2012
Connecticut Scholastic 
Art Awards 
Silpe Gallery

Mon.—Fri., 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 11— 
Fri., Feb. 17, 2012
Print Club Exhibit and Sale 
Silpe Gallery

Mon.—Fri., 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 18— 
Fri., Mar. 9, 2012
Connecticut Community 
Colleges Exhibition 
Silpe Gallery
Mon.—Fri., 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Two students from each of the 12  
colleges in the Connecticut Community 
College system have been chosen to 
exhibit their work.

MuSiC, DAnCE, THEATRE

Thurs., Dec. 1, 2011
Porgy and Bess—A Study in 
Black and White (Abridged) 
Millard Auditorium 
7:30 p.m.

America’s great folk opera, using the 
platform of the impoverished community  
of Catfish Row in the 1920s, tells a timeless 
story of the triumph of the human spirit 
over tragedy.

Admission: Free

Thurs., Dec. 1— 
Fri., Dec. 2, 2011
Jackie McLean institute 
of Jazz Ensembles 
Lincoln Theater 
7:30 p.m.

The Jackie McLean Institute of Jazz  
student ensembles perform a variety 
of jazz repertoire.

Admission: Free

Thurs., Dec. 8— 
Sun., Dec. 11, 2011
Sunday in the Park with George 
The Edward T. and Ann C. Roberts 
Foundation Theater, Mort and Irma Handel 
Performing Arts Center,  
35 Westbourne Parkway, Hartford 
Thurs.—Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., 3 p.m.

Kevin Gray directs the 1984 musical,  
with music and lyrics by Stephen  
Sondheim and book by James Lapine.

Admission: $20, with discounts  
for seniors, students, and groups

Fri., Dec. 9, 2011
Hartt Wind Ensemble  
and Symphony Band 
Lincoln Theater 
7:30 p.m.

The Hartt Wind Ensemble portion of the 
program features a new work commissioned 
by the National Wind Ensemble Consortium 
Group, founded by Glen Adsit, director  
of bands at Hartt. This powerful new work  
for winds explores various elements of 
aggression.

Admission: $20, with discounts  
forseniors, students, and groups

Sat., Dec. 10, 2011
Hartt Symphony Orchestra 
Lincoln Theater 
7:30 p.m.

Maestro Edward Cumming conducts  
España by Chabrier, Symphonie  
Fantastique by Berlioz, and Symphony  
No. 3 by Hartt composition faculty  
member Larry Alan Smith.  

Admission: $20, with discounts  

for seniors, students, and groups

Sun., Dec. 18, 2011
Connecticut Youth Symphony 
Lincoln Theater 
3 p.m.

Repertoire includes Prokofiev’s Lieutenant 
Kije; the fourth movement of the Bruch 
Violin Concerto, featuring Gunnar Moll; 
Puccini’s Preludio Sinfonico; and a 
commission by composer Josh Hummel.

Admission: $8

What’sHappening

For complete and updated event information, see www.hartford.edu/calendar. Lincoln Theater, Millard Auditorium, Joseloff 

Gallery, and Silpe Gallery are on the University of Hartford main campus at 200 Bloomfield Avenue in West Hartford, Conn.

Fri., Jan. 13— 
Sun., Jan. 15, 2012
Goodspeed Festival of new Artists 
Goodspeed Opera House 
6 Main Street, East Haddam, Conn.

Join Goodspeed Musicals for staged 
readings of new musicals by up–and– 
coming composers, featuring the Hartt 
Music Theatre senior class performing 
alongside Equity professionals.

A Special Nutcracker Community

Join us for a special holiday dance collaboration as The Hartt 

School Community Division (HCD) and the Greater Hartford 

dance community present Tchaikovsky’s beloved The 
Nutcracker. Nearly 100 current and former HCD students, 

several Hartt and HCD dance faculty, and former Hartford 

Ballet dancers share the stage awash in Sugar Plum Fairy dust. 

Each performance features special guest appearances by  

local celebrities—Scot Haney and Kara Sundlun of WSFB-TV, 

Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra ’81, and Hartt Dean Aaron Flagg.

Fri., Dec. 16—Sun., Dec. 18, 2011

Millard Auditorium 

Fri.—Sat., 7:30 p.m. 

Sun., 2 p.m.

Admission: $30, adults; $15, students 12 and under;  

$20, seniors and other students. Group and University of  

Hartford discount rates are not available for this production. 
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